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careful and conſcien tious attendance on the | 
public means of grace, is ſo particularly neceſſary, 5 


1 great a duty; and the contrary, ſo flagrant, ſo 
_  Impious a breach of the law of God; that an at- 
berdpt, to ſtate this important affair, in a juſt licht, 


it is hoped, will meet with His approbation and 
bleffing: without that, the moſt learned and la- 
bobtes; the moſt ſenſible 15 ſerious endeavours 

wilt prove unſyccefifol. © i592, 95 Norm It Os 
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Indeed, I am Septen that e 2 
pestin wcharacker more diſtinctly, than his bebha- 
viour on the Lord's: day; and the regard or diſre - 
gard, he diſcovers to the public worſhip of Gop. 


The ſerious reader will excale the imperfections 
of this little piece, and the author humbly hopes 
he will alſo honour it with his wiſhes that it may 
be uſeful. I do not remember ever to have ſeen 

any formal diſcourſe on this ſubject, except a ſmall 
Piece by the late Rev. Mr. James Rutherford ;— 
a few conſiderations on vi//ting on the Sabbath, 
by the late Rev. Mr. Hervey ;—and a ſhort letter 


aof Sir Matthew Hale s, to his children; cache . 
Which is very judicious, and may have been ap- 


p58. R | A 2 5 1 * 
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there omitted, "which © Aecceſlary to be 
= obſerved, on a ſubject 0 peculiarly ſolemn MN 4 
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3 7 d ed the duty of W 1 
$3 Fers, parents, maſters, &c. $03 exert their authorie | | 
E. ty. and uſe their influence, in ſtopping every mode 


= . wards 0 great and good. a work; And yet. aller 


5 all, it may be feared, that toe many WI remain 


% * > 


incorrigible. If, therefore, neither magiſtrates, 
_ miniſters, law nor Supe OY re 
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THE 


DuTY of KnnrinG, Ke: 


XH E duty of "LO the Sabbath W's to the 
T Lord, and the advantages reſulting from it, are 
* ſo evident, that we ſhall readily fee our way 


des thrv' this part of the ſubject: At the ſame time, the 


various modes of breaking the Sabbath are ſo notorious, 


ſo injurious and diſgraceful to the Chriſtian name. and fo .. 


diſhonourable to God, that to expoſe them, is ſo far from 
. peeling any apology, that it muſt be deemed commend-. 
able by every lover of religion, or one who has a ſpark of 

true virtue in his heart. | 


* 


Who can be the ſtatutes of bein eech and even 
8 ade on, without holy indignation, if he has any fear 
of God before his eyes? The bleſſed Deity never gave a 
law, but what was deſigned for the good of men. Safety 
and comfort will attend duty; danger and ſorrow will 
attend fin. And though the Sabbath was made for man, 
and not man for the Sabbath, it by no means follows that 
a voluntary breach of it is excuſable. God is jealous of 
his honour, and will take care to vindicate the equity of 
| his laws, and the rectitude of his government. Tho! hand 
"Jain in bang ;—tho' Sabbath-breakers harden one another 


* by their example, their fin fhall not go unpuiriſbed. Sooner 


or later „they will ſee cauſe to execrate their folly, in Wil- 
fully profaning the day of the Lord. But to treat the 
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Fd, Tocxplin and inforce the duty of: e 1 
Sabbath, | { 
1 Ft 1 
Set Point out a og on ways in which i It is pro- f 
faged and broken, Then, 11 TE 
Firſt, We ſhall explain and = 5M 4 FOG of rn 33 
ing the Sabbath. And here I ſhall not detain the reader *; 
by any criticiſms on the phraſes Sabbath-day, or Lord's ||| + 1 
day; nor about the ſeventh day, or firſt day; Theſe 2 . 
fairs of much leſs moment than that before us. Suffice it I 


therefore to be obſerved, that profeſſors in in general age, 
that one day in ſeven ſhould be "er ee 2 
a Gay of ſl to man and beaſt, 1 at; 


1 
i 
| 

| That i it is A duty, i is clear from 4 PEI A 1 80 * > { 
command of God. 1ſt, From his condutt.” When the 

| heavens and earth, with all their generations and hoſts, © ) ; ( 
(Gen. ii. 2,:3,) were finiſhed, God reſted on the ſeventh Mc 45 | 

| day, and bleſſed the ſcyenth day, and fanctifed it, e. 

2d, This, duty is clear from the command of God. The | 

fourth of the decalogue, or ten commands, is remarkably | ; 
expreſſie : and peremptory, Rumziszr the Sabbarb-d 

60 keep it boy. Six days Halt thou labour and do all t 
work, but the ſeventh day is the Sabbath of the Lard 1 

God; in it thou. ſhalt not da any work, thou, nor thy ſon, near 

"2 | 2 thy daughter, thy man-ſervant, nor thy maid: ſervant, nar , 

& rattle, nor thy ranger that is within thy gates, Ac. But 1 | 

need nat tranſcribe the whole; the reader, at his leiſure, | | 

may refer o it at large, as it ſtands in the Bible, Eæad. Ho! 

X. Let every one therefore remember, that the Pprohibi- 

= ion extends to himſelf, his ſon, his daughter, his ſervant, = * 
* the ſtranger that is with him, and even to his very ca. 

None of theſe are to be ee on the day of the Lord. 


75 
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WI Q 7 ) if 

. . Sep in eaſes of neceſſity and merey, and theſe © caſes win 
IS be more particularly conſidered by and by. My next bu- 

9 ſineſs will be, to ſhew hot the Sabbath is to be kept, or 
bY rpg her , 
; ſacred ye e * 


| 1ſt, All kinds of le employment, or * a la 
on \ bout; ſhould be left off, and laid afide. Six days are ad- 
FE ders ſufficient for worldly buſineſs, by him who: is 
Lord of the Sabbath, and of men. The ſeventh is a day 
| 0 "reſt for man and beaſt. Nature, (faith one) will not 
k © engage. always to keep us on our legs.” We want 
| reſpite. God has granted it. Let us embrace it, nd | 
fore, and be thankful. Let the poor ſlave, and the bruit, 
have a little time to reſt their weary bones. They wilt 
pay the maſter for it, with double intereſt. No one ever 
got any thing (but guilt) in breaking, nor loſt any thing 
* (but pain and grief) in keeping the Sabbath. Reader; 
+ whoever thou art, or whatever is thy rank and condition in 
” life, leave off ſervile labour, and let the world alone on the 
Lord's day. This is a day for nobler putpoſes and pur- 
ſuits, for more refined enjoyments and employments, 
T his is a day for God, for thy. ſoul and religion. This, 
Sir, is a market day for thy immortal part, and everlaſting 
things, if I may ſo ſpeak; Truſt God with the world al | 
Monday, and then ſet about thy labour with freſh vigour, 
and freſh gratitude to God for allowing thee one lol in 
ſeyen to reſt thy N body, and uy. thy poor ſoul. 
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2. The SE day ſhould be kept koly iS the Look - 

, | Public rſhip, | if polkible, ſhould be duly. attended: if 
1 Ne care ould be taken to improve the time re- 
10 at home. Intervals of wotſhip, too, ſhould be 
profitably improved, and not filled with uſeleſs carnal con- 

_  yerfation, Every hour of the day is the Lord's, and be it 
e ee 5 
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8 * night, for ever and ever, in his temple of! 


TEND Tax 


ax every man's peril that he robs him of it. 0 2 
divine ſervice a few hours, and ſpend the reſt of the day in 
ſloth and negligence, is highly criminal. Miſerable in- 
deed are thoſe perſons, who can find nothing to ſay or do 
© for God, in order to fill up the hours of the Sabbath; and 
who are ready to adopt the old worldly complaint, V ben 
will the new moon be gone, that we may ſell corn ? and the 
Sabbath, that we may ſet forth wheat ? &c. Amos viii. 5. of 


as if the day of the Lord, and the duties of religion, were 


both unpleaſant and unprofitable. David eſteemed a Foot, 


in God's houſe, better than a thouſand in every other place 
or employment, Pſalm Ixxxiv. 10. An author, not Jeſs 
noted for juſtneſs of thought, than for elegance of tile, 
aſks, © Is it tedious and burthenſome to paſs a /ngle day 
in devout exerciſes ? how then ſhall we paſs, how ſhall 
pve endure the ages of eternity, ſince we are aſſured, 
that thoſe happy beings, who ſtand around the throne, 
« cloathed with white robes, ſerve their God day and. 


i 


3. We ſhould 3 the Sabbath freely, or as matter of 
choice, and of conſcience. To attend places and ordinances 
ef worſhip, only as matter of form and cuſtom, with a 


view to ſave appearances, and ſupport a character; or, if 
it is done only to quiet and quell the convictions of con- 
ſcience; or with a vain expectation of making God a- 


mends for ſins. committed, and guilt contracted; or, a- 
gain, if it is done in hopes of meriting any thing at his 


hands, it can be accounted no other than a more genteel 
way of breaking and profaning the Sabbath. Such mo- 
tives, therefore, are mean and mercenary, unbecoming the 
Chriſtian, and highly offenſive to God, It is frange fire 

offered-at God's altar, where conſcience has no concern. 


Give 


d 
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of oY 2 thine heart, faith God to his WEED and + 
this is not given, all our acts of worſhip are no other than 
folemn mockery. What is it that makes an action vir- 


tuous (if we include the divine command), but the free 


conſent of the mind, or the general ſuffrage of reaſon and 


conſcience? When theſe powers a& under the influence 


of grace, and ate directed by the Holy Spirit, the prac- 


4 tice of religion is delightful ; the houſe, the day, and the 


"4 there i is neither profit nor pleaſure, virtue nor honour, in 


God is a Spirit. (faid he), and they that worſbip bim, muſt 


ſervice” of the Lord, are pleaſantneſs and peace. But 


attending the duties of the Sabbath from motives, EH 


alt and evi 


5 eſus defiried the idea of ſincere NEE! to the woman 


of Samaria, in the. moſt conciſe and accurate manner: 


; worſhip bim in ſpirit and in truth, John i iv. 24. What 


\ 


will it avail us to take our bodies to the houſe of God, and 
leave our hearts behind? This ſort of behaviour before 
God, brings us under the antient and awful charge, This 
people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do 


| bonour me, but have removed their beart far from me, Ia. 


XXIX, 13. Again, 


4. The Sabbath ſhould be kept joyfully. Tis a day 


of reſt; and reſt to the labouring man is ſweet, whether be 
eat little or much, Eccl. v. 12. The Sabbath is a day of 
reſt and refreſhment to the ſoul; —a day of feaſting and 


rejoicing®*;—a day to hear the goſpel, the joyful news 


from heaven; —a day to commemorate the Redeemer's 


reſurrection from the dead ; a day to ſing the 1 N of 


82 See the xciid P/a/m, which is entitled, A e or org for the 
| Sabbath: Fay. 
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5 < 10 N e 0. 4 EE. 
EE: - e and to rejoice in his ſalvation; —a day to recog- | 
| nize our deliverance from death, from fin, and#he curſe. - 1 
Bleſſed day! fair type of heaven Help us, bleſſed God,” ft 

to hail, to welcome the frequent returns of this ſacred day, 

chat we may fly from the din and confuſion of the world, 

to thy holy abode ;, there to, celebrate the Day thou haſt - 

made, and to rejoice and be glad i in it, Let it be the 
language of our lips and our hearts, Open to us the gates | 
of -righteouſneſs, we will 20 in and praiſe the Lord: ibis 1 
Late of the Lord, into which the righteous ſhall enter, Plal, 
cxviit. 19, 20. It is meet the ſaints ſhould make merry "xt 
and be glad, ſince their Saviour was dead, and 1s alive 
again; and is. aſcended, as conqueror, in triumph, to 5 
heaven, amidſt the ſhouts and ſongs of angels: Let the 1 5 
e 


children of Zion too be joyful in their Ning. w”—_ 3 
ls there any thing irkſome of dicguſtful i in religion! ; 
any thing diſcouraging or forbidding i ? Yes, to the car- 
: nal minded; but not to the ſpiritual; not to thoſe whoſe | 
converſation is in heaven, and who live in daily hopes 40 
ſpending an eternal Sabbath, with the holy choirs of men 
and angels. Backwardneſs and reluctance, fear and 
bondage, are frames of mind, that vety ill become the 
ſaints and the Sabbath of the Lord: for, as holineſs, fo 
1 | likewiſe, chearfulneſs, becomes his houſe forever. And in- f 
1 ſtead of laying, What a wearineſs it is; rather let us call 
* the Sabbath a Delight, the boly of the Lord, bonourable ; and 
bonour him, &c. Iſa. lviii. 13. The children of darkneſs 
have their routs and their revels: they take the timbrel an 
barp, and rejoice at the ſound of the organ: they ſpend ei. 
days in mirth and wealth, and in a moment go down to the \ 
= grave, Job xxi. 12, 12. Why, therefore, ſhould not the 
= - children-of light be joyful alſo ? why ſhould not they 
Z make melody in their hearts to the Lord? If ſinners ae 
Joyful in the works of darkneſs, and in the way to, hell, | 
. Why 
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3. The Sabah ſhould be kept by al., For. though . 


all are not in a phyſical capacity to attend public wor- 


ſhip, yet they are forbidden to profane the Lord's-day. 


And be it obſerved, that a meer ceſſation from labour, is 
far from being all, or half of what God requires an that 
day. The bruits ceaſe from labour, but man ſhould do 


more. He ſhould read the word of God; pray FE: 


e abour his foul, and noche, I. 


The command is ps on all, high and low, The 
king and pooreſt ſubject are on a level in this caſe; ex- 
cept it be, that the greater men are, the more ſhould be 


| "expected Rina them, as patterns to others. Parents, and 


maſters of families, therefore, have much upon their 
hands, in preſerving a good ceconomy in their families, 


and not ſuffering themſelves, or thoſe under their roof 
| and care, to profane God's ſacred day. Wo be to choſe, 
Who, by their own example, countenance and encourage ; 


Sabbath; breaking! 'who ſuffer their children and ſervants 


to rove about che ſtreets and fields, and take no care, 


either by precept or precedent, to inſttuct them in matters 


of the higheſt moment. But, alas! it is not to be ex- 


Pected, that thoſe, who have no ſerious concern about 
their own ſouls fc, a world to come, will give theraſelyes 
any trouble abour the ſouls of others. 


80 Multitudes ar are ebene anxious to have their children | 

great and polite; riſe early and fit up late, in order to 

1 them fortunes, and ſet them up with reputation 3 
r In. a word, their bodies alone are _regarde s 


eir poor, their never-dying ſault, are neg glected! 
Wha a diſmal account will many parents and — 


9 | | +, = have 


3 
8 


| FAT YER up FS et And very OY a, 

vill that reckoning day be to thaſe children and ſervants, 
who have lighted and neglected the godly TY 5 
; good advice, > there Parents and maſters. . 


And now, 4 ſhall we ſay to thoſein higher u, wha 


ſeem to fin under the ſanction of their greatneſs? who pro- 


fane the Sabbath in the moſt public and audacious man- , 


ner; who act as if the Deity, either could not, or would © 


not, deal with them as with their inferiors. Let them xe» , 
member, however, that God is no reſpecter of perſons 3 
that the duke, the earl, the ploughman and the carter, 
the courtier and the cottager, are all on a perfect level in 


the eſtimation of heaven. The difference between their 


clothes, their revenues and retinues, makes none at all 
with God. No queſtions will be aſked at the bar of judg- 
ment, what title a man bore, or what eſtate he poſſeſt in 
this world ; but the grand point of enquiry will be, how 


every one hath improved the talents and the time the 


Lord hath given him; — what he hath knows of Jeſus, 
and how he hath lived; —and, particularly, how he hath 
ſpent his Sabbaths. Once more, 


| 6. The Sabbath ſhould be kept, by n the duties 
oj it in due time. How common is it for half the Sabbath 
to be gore, before any of its duties are done] Nor is it 


leſs common, or perhaps leſs criminal, for perſons to en- 
ter a place of worſhip in the middle of the ſervice®, as if 
they were afraid of being there too long of Te 
much of God, and * too much for him. 
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The i inconveniences Aeg this — are WCET for 


| beſides the loſs of part of the ſervice, the opening and. huttiog of 


Mes cps &c. "Tun; * the attention of e 
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ſhippers of a jult and merciful God, to go to his houſe 


4 . ke 
, f. de e profeſs to be the w "2 


with as much ſceming feluctance, as the hireling gott 50 
his plough or his cart, or the galley-Hlave to his 6 tf 
poſſible, the. congregation ſhould be aſſembled before the 
ſeryice begins, or the miniſter appears; that they, might 
ſeem to ſay, what the good people ſaid at the houſe of 


Cornelius, Net therefore we are all here preſent before Gad. 
ta bear all things1 that are . thee H God, Acts x. 33. 


People (aid one) take long ſtrides hen they go to 
« fairs and markets, or attend places of public diverſion 


| « but when they go to the houſe of God, their ſteps are 
<« ſhort and flow.” Biſhop Hall, in his ſermon on Prov. 


xxii. 23. Buy the truth, and ſell it not, ſays, © There are 
«two ſhops that get away all the cuſtom from truth; the 


” « ſhop of vanity, and the ſhop of error: the one ſells 
* nick-nacks and gew-gawsz the other, falſe wares and 


« adulterate : both of their commodities are ſo gilded 


« and, gaudy, that fools flock: thither, and complain for 
« want of elbow-room,. and ſtrive who ſhall bel firſt ſer- 


« ved,” N Happy times, could we ſee as much emulation 
among profeſſors could we behold them ſtriving who 
Should. be firſt at the houſe of God, and the. moſt forward 
to promote his cauſe and worſhip: Heavy things certain- 
ly hang over the heads of thoſe, who are regardleſs of the 
day and courts of the Lord. How ſtriking are the words 
of Deborah, Judges v. 23. (and not very foreign to our 
purpoſe): Curſe ye Meroz (ſaid the angel of the Lord) curfe 
Ye bitterly. the inhabitants thereof : becauſe they came not ta. 


the help of the Lord, to the belp of the Lord againſt the | 


mighty. But, ſhould anticipate what is to be treated 
of under the next head, I ſhall obſerve, that a timely at- 
tendance, on the ſabbath-day worſhip, is greatly becom- 


. r en- 


decades PR.  couraging 
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8 courgging to his miniſters. 4 other woche might 
de sdduced for attending the OY ER and Orditiances of 
» God, but the narrow limits propoſed for this performance, 
1 will. not admit of e on the duty of Keep. 
3 ing the Sabbath: Itberefore proceed to take ſore! nogice, | 


| Z - Secondiy, of the fin of breaking or prifetig' it. ER 
few obſervations on what we call, works f neceſſity and 


in their number. But what are made works of neceſſity by 
 pi#fons, and what are made ſo by providence; are extremely 
different. By the former, guilt is contracted, ind puniſh- 
ment incurred; not ſo by the latter. So far is it from 
being finful to attend the ſick and the infant—to lead the 
beaſt to watering, or pull them out of the ditch, on the 
Sabbath - day, that it is a duty, or an obligation, peculiarly 
Incumbent and binding. The Phariſees ſneered and.cen- 
ſured, both our Lord and his Diſciples, for what, in the 
Hear of malice, they deemed a profanation of the'Sabbath- 
"if . day: the former for plucking® the ears of corn as they 
1 Piaſſed through the fields; and their Maſter for working 
1 miracles on that day: but Jeſus confuted their malicious 
„ cenſures, by ſhewing the neceſſity of doing good, and that 
dhe was Lo of the Sabbath-day. Let every one learn, 
therefore, what that meaneth; let them digeſt the Pro- 
poſition, and labour to underſtand its import, that tlie 
ſenſe be not oppoſed nor ſtrained: I will bave mercy and 
_ 77 ſacrifice, Matt. ix. 13. "Moreover, there is no fin in 
1 navigating the ſhips at ſea, ſaddling the horſe to fetch the 
v7 25 NE In, when a Woman is in Iabour, or a 


> * Matt. xii; 1—8.— It is remarkable, that 4 e of 
9 bv very dead done by the ID CAT by the phariſees, 


* xxili. 88 03 Stoxtoonci 21 ue e ou Fat 
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9 bpbdeobs chen, we introduce this part of the ſübſscr, with 


nercy. Theſe are very various in their nature, and manly 


o "4 


l vin chere was as little ogcaſion jo dwell the profana- 


auful, this'God-diſhotouring, eee fp 


** : . 16 Y. 
1 A family muſt. be WR : 
eattle-foddeted, the cows-milked, and the milk fold : hut 
all this, in general, may be done, and.ſufficiens tim g- 
lowed for family anti public worſhip. ; How: many, pr: 


cCiious hours are waſted, that might be ſpent. to bettet pur 
: poſeson the Lord's-day t j But ve need not Joſe; he 


reader's time, by enlarging on the doctrine of neceſlity.; 


tions af the Sabbath. Moſt people haue their arguments 
for neceſſity at their tongue's end, but cheꝝ are backward 
2 Tapes urg, e d- Cu 
fa: ſtrictly forbid the ſin of Sabbath- breaking: n;this 


„ e ee erer 13 pd 4427 


vs 5) 085 8559 AN 3d crortt vrat Kt 
ae hen, 6 of the W 10 177 
-bujineſ5, on that day. T He ſalt do; no manner of work, 

. the-erexngl, Gov's expreſs prohibition... And ho, 5 oy 
en infidet, dates 10 diſpute the paint, With the 


| Hou hardened: muſt that heart be, . Goh. not l 


Tt (Lsrrikl ic onsgswnog Slofniy 23 vd dn »Snof? 


= 


Ws 15. 'Dreſhvg. perſons, and cooking proviſi ons; are — too com- 


mon, and often engrofs. very much 'of 'the-ſiered' day ſet” apart,” by 
"the wiſdom of heaven, 'for Apiritual duties and Cenjoyment3/27As 
much of this ſort of buſinefs, as is poſſiblel ſhould; be diſpatehed on 
the day of preparation, and mothing left till the Lord's-Gay, but - 
what ig unavoidable. Pride, ſloth, and a love of the world, ire the 
Unhappy cauſes of, A general profanation of the hbly Re "ix 
14:ofible, that the ciroumſtanees of perſons and families differigreat-" 
133\and,tthlerefoit,;ſome maß db what others: c do, It ig a ge- 


: :\neral.caſey and a jut complaint. that congregations are thinner in 


EEE, 


the morning (pothaps-by; one-half) than in the afternoon: now. 


. what can be-theeaſon, of this? The reaſon, alas! ! is t6o plaing ? und- 


calls loudly for lanientation arid ref6rmatfon. It is, in brick; this:— 
people have: a greaterregard for their ladies and yreſnt things thin 


for tei “. and eternal el 0 ge anden e en 

+ Uphy Tenlifitent fit! } do H 1 zahm vn oh gens 
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Bain on the Sabbath-day ! Almighty Mujefty of heaven 
and earth, forbid it — Remember, I beſrech you, all ye 


houſes and ſhops, work for hite, buy and fell, and get 


profaners of the Sabbath (remember, tremble and reform) 


the following 


obſervation.” Whatever is ufully got, will be ſorrow fully 
Tpent;—2. The caſe.” I mean that bf the man, who'was 


obſervation, and che following caſe: . The 


Wutid gathering ſticks on the'Sabbath-day, Num. xv. 33, 


Sr. At verſe the zotk, it is fad, Te nf vbar doth 


| be preſumptuouſty, the ſanit reproacheth the Lord, and 
Hall be cut off from bis people? and the unhappy;mati's 
and death awfully exemplify the tremendous declara- 


tion. Sabbath · breaking therefore, is a ſinof preſumptionʒ 
and if gathering a few ſticks be ſo, what can be ſaid to 


thoſe, who do as it were, make a market day of the Sab - 


bath? 1 would adviſe fuch people (if they will fin againſt 
haben, and in the fight of theit Maker, they may dee 


their danger before their eyes), who keep open houſes and 
paſſage of che man 
gregation of Iſrael, for 


mops on the Sabbath, to have the 
ſtoned to death by the whole con 
./ [Sabbath-breaking, printed at length, in latge letters, over 
their doors on the ode; and on the infide, theſe fo» 
'Jetnn, awful words, Ye ſhall keep my Sabbaths, and reverence 
' my JanZuary, I am the Lonp, Lev. xix. 30. However, 
belit known to every SabBath-breaker, that theſe texts 
are in their Bible, and that, ere long, they muſt give an 


— 
—— 


1 . nactount of themſelves to God, who 4s juſt in his govern- | 


ment, and jealous of his glory. It they hope to fin with 


* impunity, or thrive by iniquity, they will find themſelves | 


- - greatly miſtaken, The ſtale pretence, „We thall loſe 


our dug and our breed,” 5 little better than down- 
righe infidelity. Such 4 ſpeech implies, chat theſe 
people do not think the commands of God reaſonable, ot 


* it is ws to truft him, But what airh the ſcripture} 
7 rift | 
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Sabbath; and declared they never, to their knowledge 1 


. 8 
land, and verily thou ſhalt be fad t, fal, i , TW 


vetter to go to the pariſh, — th wilie 
| on the ſpoils of virwue, of onthe fruits of iniquity; -' 


La IKE 1 10 l 20 GY Pb LI BIBT, 'v} 2 427i *. oy 


How far ſoever the ideas of necefzy and mercy N 


be ſuppoſed to extend, certain I, am, they never include, 


or imply, liberty for any man to tranſact buſintſa, wich a 
view to get a liwelihood, on the Lerd's-day.-:: Tbe all- 
wa God might, mee pleaſure, have appoimed 
Ave 2615 FM 2:89 L436 


3: Seven perſons, withinigay deat (and ay ce 
1 doubt not), have entirely left off the. practice of e 


y it: © Theſe exatupleb ure highty worthy he init of rey 
eradefingn; and, I doubt not, but they -would'forn be ſerlibls: 

the happy conſequences; eſpecially in the peace of their hauf and. 
their hearts. Who can reaſouadly hope for e er 
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Our Tord, In the Perable ct de ee Toh, 
bas chavaReriſed-theſs teiflers with; inimitable propriety: Heels 
ut, heir language 39.2] n thee h me earned. 2 | 
"mu as ay,“ e. Nr 

N Kit at t mar are we At all delirous 

0 by 55 really, many people N . 
lutely afraid of ; Arid vpportuhities —— 
Fee 

gende and, if Srovideace prevent ut, — bh- 
3 they will be ſure to contrive ſome realon dx an- 
Sher! One has matfrd a wife, another hes lbugbt 4, ꝓieee of 
ground und n thind a yoke of Een a Al wich ne gcrend, by- 
e giake excuſe; las the great and dees Gov Inn s 


Wen in vine, in knowledge, and comfort ; pany 


from buſineſs, theirheasts doom de wid. and —_— 
tetinity 5<—and-thall all this goadheſg be lighted? hal ac. N 


* he puid to the mere, the majeſty; aud the authority of o? O- 


gratitude l unſufferable ingrutitutie “ thus 40. 4 
= Loxp of e 3 
00 


%% 8D» „„ 
in ene week, or one ouly in. 429 el ddt 
e ce aiiflcitbraidinced) e may juſthy Sm 
_ hilt] that er days chte ſufficient for all the — 
ſervile lybourz! and what weought not, under the ſanction 
of any pretence whatever, dare to ee or rob God 
of the rue Fuer; 70 h- 563 15226! 161 woH 
iht on mods fs J . ,n le ꝗquil ↄ 
. To ſtay at home: on clay n a hes Frjuft 
| ples of neceſſity, is another mode of profaning it Af 
woch perſons are within reach of public worſhip3olf they 
are in health; have feet to walk, or horſes to ride thither, 
cheir condukr: is eontemptible and highly criminal” Be it 
red, that they! read their Bible, and other g | 
are. C | Genoa 
- Rands for nothing. TheSaxtrvary, is. to be reverenced 
as well as the Sabbath kept®.i-An incapacity for attend- 
u Public worſfüp, wilt juſtify the keeping the'Subbath 
at home; and on no other principle can it be Juſtißed. 
Ann indoſentTemper:is eaſiy perſuaded to cry. : There ds a 
Yorv in the wayz Ait is a great.wayy or bad Weather, &c. 
Aut Wale are pitiful excuſes, end largue nothing. but 
f reg: d tg Got und ſoul-affairs. The Zeri lovesh 
OH jon, more. than all thr Ache Enge of Fateh; 7505 
4 n .thouland of theſe. title 
and will. for ever remain a ; them. 
-Muſttliey,»-or God, judge how and. here his Sabbath 
+613 O se £5101] Svintguoo 0 9:2t 2% big „ad © Sl SHI 51h. Zeich 
10 ®Ferics was in sechpatiy with a e gentleman) who: vs 
very hard of hearing; that it was with che utmoſt difibultyrhe 
Vas made to underſtahdany thing ; and who yet conſtantly attendgd 
_ worſhip." Being aſked why he did Io, fince her rod not bear 
Wörd hat was ſpoken t he replied, Ido it; ſirſt. bochuſe T know 
team in the houſt df God, and awong his people; and here he 
eaffords his preſentri! Secondly, Becauſe: I would wiſh to bez an 
* example to others :Uforp if I. who cannot hear, think it Wet md 
Ui to attend certainly they ought to think io who: can. '. + 1411 
7 : | | 182 5 
dur: 55 | +... re 
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( 19 ) 3 . 
ks kept? Will. ye thus requitt 8. Lord 0 ae 
prople and unwiſe ? Ceaſe, for ſhame, from thie evil of your 
ways Repent and reform. Dare not, ay langer, to. 
provoke the Almighty to anger, leſt He come forth in 

judgment _ you, ene eee Ar 
K 
g. Travelling, or going 8 es de Satbinks is — 
profanation of it, except in caſes of abſolute neceſſity. ro 
ſet out · on the Sabbath, either for buſineſs or pleaſure, is 
like Adam and Eve fleeing from the preſence of God, and 
hiding themſelves among the trees of the garden, for fear 
they ſhould hear the words of God. Where ſnould men 
go on the Lord's-day; but to the Lord's houſe ? Nebemiab 
threatened to lay hands on the men of Tyre, if they did 
er deſiſt from bringing their wares to ſell, and lodging 
the walls of Jeruſalem, on the Sabbath-day, Neb. 
xiii. 21. Let the trading, and the pleaſure· taking travel - 
ter, take care, leſt God Almighty lay hands on them, for 
ſo wilful a profanation of his day. Some, on a journey; 
have a crafty expedient of riding ten or fifteen miles, and 
chen hearing a ſermnon; perhaps two, if they are not afraid 
of being righteous: over much; and then ten or fifteen 
miles more. This has been humourouſſy called; « Cheat- 
hg the devil:” but, alas! the man is cheating himfelf, 
'by paying a ſort, of compliment, to God and conſcience, 
while the world has e honour of his. een. and 
ie e Wo qe ry ae 3 e ee 


i: 


* 


— 
7 


We read! in FS i. 12. of « a aba dy en 4th 

7 ſongs think was from a man? s houſe to the ſynagogue, and 
chat was lawful, Pity it is that people ſhould. travel any 
W where, on the Sabbath, but to zion. Some ride and walk 
about for pleaſure on the Sabbath. . Hence the numerous 

| CHA houſes i in the 1 are filled with company. 
11 n 
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This ſp of Sabbeth-breaking has been the. incer 
lude to a courſe of life, which has brought many an un, 
fortunate youth to the gallows ; and, in ſhort, a profana- 
| Bon of the Sabbath never was, nor ever will be, attended 

with any conſequerices but bad ; for who hath hardened 

' himſelf againſt. God, and bath proſpered ? Job ix. 4. It is 

vain, therefore, for any to imagine, that what is got gue 

of the Sabbath, is clear gains: proſperity. is not the offs 

8 ſpring of iniquity, A man who travels on the Sabbath for 
| | buſineſs, may be ſaid to be got one day's Journey furtber 
from God, and nearer ruin. If the man is lg who 

| keepeth the Sabbath from polluting it, and his hands from 
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IJ "M Spending time in n public-bouſes after divine ſervice i is * 1 a 
EE: practice, Iam afraid, too common in molt places. I ſpeak of ſpend» WM fur 
3G ing time there unneceſſarily. If perſons, who live at a diſtance, it ſ 


only ſtop to refreſh nature, there is a plea of neceſſity; but in the 
other caſe; there is none. Such a practice, therefore, muſt be highly 
offenſiye to God: indeed, it is a treating of him, and his holy day, 
with the utmoſt indignity. Can any thing be conceived more da- 
ringly profane, than for men to hear the word of God, quit his 
63 houſe, and immediately go and get diſguiſed with liquor ? After all 
| | the cautions, warnings, expoſtulations, goſpel truths, and morat - 

duties, they have heard from the pulpit, return home more wicked 
13 | than they came ! How much more becoming the chriſtian character 
=. woulditbe, to return to the family and the cloſet; to examine their 
= | hearts, and what they have heard, by the word of God; and to add 
'$ | therewith their prayers, that the mercies of providence, and the 
means of grace, may have their deſired effect on themſelves and 
1 \- Others: and that the many ſermons they have heard, and the fer- 
=. ; ' vices they have attended, eee 
= . e eee 3” 80e 
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it Another moge mode of Sahbath- eaki 
werldh converſation *. Obſcene apd profane language is 
eriminal every day, b ut talking about the world is glows 
able and neceſſary on any day, put the Lord's-day. Not 

ſpeaking thine own words, is the perfect, the poſitive 1 bes 
God hath given us, Jia. lviii. 13. What elſe can be meant 
by men's dm words, but converſation about 14 1 

And how odious, how irreyerent and carnal is op men 

pager gener. immediately before they enter, and 85 

they quit a place of worſlyp; and talk, e 
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Ys the mauth ſpeaketh. David ſays, My tongue alſo ſhall talk _ 
A of thy righteoujurſs all the day long, Pſalra lax. 24. And, 1 
11 eis recorded of the ſaints, that-1bey ſhall ſpeak of the gb. | 3 
K ry of God's kingdom, and talk of bis power, Plalm crix. 11. 

d Religion. ſhould be our grand topic of converſation on 

r eee ont ning, at other times : the afiengr the 

G Be Sr ali think our PO Pry the | $ab- F A 
% | bath ; and this we thould be very cautious about when in MG 27 * 
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Y of Gull leſt what is faid in Prov. v. 14. be our own-eaſe, 
D 


— No Dthaltts how little of che world i mich wick 
910 aber how” much” of wien is mixed with the 


ty wilt not be much regarded; | A 2 man deſires re- 
Tigion may Me i his whole heart, and his Whole, 


gain 


ly 7. Wi as 1. 4 
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ine 1 am u e 1 ant 45 50% csc 0 1 
limits, „and ſhall therefore be brief i in what I have further 
to 10 — Late riſing on the Lord's-day morning, f f 
wilful profaning of the day. The more folemn and facted 
the bügel. the more need to rife. early.” If 6hr 6d 
have f greater Ghartas f than our bibles, it is eaſy” tb infer how 
it + is ie out" bearts. If firiners riſt ub an, and it. 
55 4; tat + bread of forrows, Plaltn cxxvii. 2. ſurely tl 
Tants, may riſe early to eat the bread of life, and tate the 
Joys of falvation. | Eafly riſing is faid to be good for 
88 and why not 804 for the foul ?” It is a good ting 

to be up up betimes on the LOTT, in ofder to o diſpareh 

8 * Diſcourſe on watts ſubjects, in be places aha cette 
is ill. timed, and often injures the cauſe hot- headed talkatives mean 


to defend. 4 word ftly polen is like apples of gold in pictures of fil den: 
the contrary. is giving that aubich is Holy t dogs, and caſting pearls be- 
fore fovine. The conduct of the Pſalmiſt is worthy of our ſtricteſt 
imitati tion in” the preſent caſe:'7 /aid, 7 will rake heed to my ways, that 
77 wot <vith my tongue: I <vill keep my mouth with a bridle, while the 
«wicked is before me, Pfal. Xxxix . 1. Tbe religion of ſome people com 
ſiſts in talking about it, at times, and] in a manner they ought not; 
whereby, they expoſe, both it and themſelves. , In an evil time, the 
prudent ill keep Alence, Amos v. 13. There i is a time to ſpeak, an b 
atime to keep filence; and it is a mas 8 > wiſdom. to 1 or 


— at * ſeaſons. 
the 


the lille affairs N to cs the world Pape 4 
| way, that we may go up to the mountain of the houſe of 
the Lord, to worſhip, and return. Good men ſhould ſay 
to the world, what hypocrites ſay to others, Stand by thy- 


ginning, than in the latter end of day. Rouſe then, ye 
ſons of ſloth! rouſe from your ſlumbers, and go with 


Beware alſo that ye do not go to bed there. Be 


houſe of God. Sleep not while the trumpet is blown in 
zion, and the alarm ſounded in the holy mountain . Re- 
member Zutychus, who being fallen into a deep ſleep, fell 
from the third loft, while Paul was preaching, and was ta- 
ken up dead, Ads xx. g. Remember alſo our Lord's ad- 
monition to the diſciples, What, could Je not eder 9 805 
ae boar 8 XXvi. = ; 5 


9 


An” a wats, ht 3 of 3 5 the fin FF; pro- 
faning the Lord's-day; together with the advantages re- 
ſulting from the former, and the diſadvantages reſulting 
rom the latter, are ſo ſtrongly marked, and fo clearly de- 


T7 ſcribed in {cripture, that we need not detain the reader any 
that onger ; and ſhall therefore cloſe with the words of God 

the d Iſrael, Remember that thou wap. a ſervant in the land of _ 
— £371, and that the Lord thy Gid brought thee out thence 
6, the 


6. This ſkip-maſier 8 awful a to Jenab, is e 
ppoſite to every ſleeper under the goſpel: Vat meaneft thou, 

? ariſe, call apon thy God, c. Jonah i. 6. The Sabbath is the 
ouPs ſpiritual harveſt ; and the wiſe man tells us, that be who 2 
th in ee is a 28 that —_—_ howdy A * 3. 


_ through 
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ſelf, come not near to me, for I am holier than thou, Iſa. lxv. ({*%: | 
5... It is a promiſing circumſtance, when people ſet about 
a good thing in good time. The ſpirits are generally | 
more alert, and the whole man in a better ſtate in the be- 


your houſeholds to the place where God's honour dwell- 


watchful over your hearts and actions, in the preſence and 
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Beg leave to tranſtribe the words of an exceilem ad 
chor on 4his ſubject, to whom 1 have before referred 
miCitpooventent of all our time will be moſt birt 
How much more, the mit: improvemeſ r 
 «' 2boſs Rours, which God himſelf has hallowed; haf let 
apart for the nobleſt purpoſes, and is wont to be M 
* an eſpeeial manner ? While others were ſeeking the 
1 pert of great price, and gathering thoſe treaſtes f 
<« wiſdom and grace, which endure to everlaſting liſe, 
« alas! was ſquandering away thoſe precious opportunk 
ties, in very vanity ! To fee the curtam of tithe 
dropping; to ſee a vaſt eternity opening ; to have fuck 
& reflections haunting « our conſcience ; this will cauſe mi- 
n d, e ' afiguiſh not ch be 
- conceived.” . MO Tons 11 | 5 Minn 
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